Tonsillitis

Thetonsisare fleshy pieces of lymphatic tissue that restin the back of the throat above and below the
tongue Aspart of the immune system, the tonsils help fight infections. However, if baderiaor viruses
contaminate the tonsils, the resut is an infectious inflammation and swelling of the tonsils - or
tonsillitis.

Tansilitis has both viral and baderial causes though many casesare caused by viruses. When tonsillitis
iscaused by the Group A streptococcd bacteria, the condition ismore commonly termed "strep throat".

Mogt infections begin when a person breathes in bacteria- or virus-infecded droplets that another
person has breathed, coughed, or sneezed out.

Themostcommon symptomsof Tonsilitisare:

X

P# 717871-:5250 F# 71-871-5252
http://www.millersville.edu/healthservices

FollowMUHS on Twitter @MU_Stay Well

Rev.3/2015



