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Dear Millersville University Community, 

It appears the transition from spring to summer is as uncertain as can be because of the 

unseasonably warm weather a couple of weeks ago and this weekend's cool weather. Also, 

the lower number of students and employees on campus throughout the year has made the 

shift to summer less dramatic than in previous years. As such, I am already looking forward 

with glee to the full campus experience that awaits us this fall. 

But before we set our minds on fall preparation, I would like to take this opportunity to 

express my deep gratitude to all faculty, staff and students who helped to keep our 

community safe since the pandemic started. In particular, I would like to thank the Incident 

Management Team (IMT), led by Drs. Victor DeSantis and Duane Hagelgans. I would also like 

to extend a special thanks to our Health Services team, led by Dr. Tim Weaver and Joanne 

Ocasio. These individuals and many others worked each day to provide for our community's 

health and safety, and I know we are all very grateful. 

I hope you were able to join one of the two open forums jointly hosted by the IMT and Fall 

Planning Task Force recently. These open discussions provided a valuable opportunity to 

discuss our current approach to managing COVID-19 and our plans for the fall, which will 

continue to be updated on the COVID website. A reminder that vaccination remains our best 

pathway to a full return to a vibrant campus life. 

This month's newsletter includes information about vaccination and our fall plans from the 

Fall Planning Task Force chair, Dr. Rachel Finley-Bowman. It also covers reflections and plans 

of one of our recent graduates and former student Trustee, Adam Bachman, on his post-

graduation plans. The University's acquisition of on-campus residential housing from our 

affiliate is also discussed. An update on the Strategic Plan and feedback from Dr. Karen Rice 

on her recent participation on a global sustainability panel is also highlighted in this issue. 

Lastly, we'll celebrate the 75th anniversary of men's wrestling. 

Recently, the School District of Lancaster honored two of our former faculty members by 

officially naming the former Southeast (Hand) Middle School and Buchanan Elementary 
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impactful part of my experience. These positions include being a former club president of the 

Alliance for Social Change, a resident assistant and a student trustee. I have been the student 

trustee for Millersville University's council of trustees for the past two years and am super 

fortunate to have been able to hold this position. It has allowed me to meet compassionate 

and dedicated MU faculty and staff, trustees, fellow students, legislators and other community 

leaders. 

Each of these opportunities have taken me out of my comfort zone and, although there were 

some growing pains, these positions have been very transformational in terms of further 

developing me as an active member in my community and as a young professional. 

Any advice for incoming students? 
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Today the wrestling team is led by Kerry Regner. Since his hiring in 2017 Coach Regner has 

infused energy into the program, producing Millersville's first national champion in 39 years, 

three All-Americans, and led the team to its most dual wins in a decade. 

A committee of 18 wrestlers from the 1950s to today is working on a celebration for 

Homecoming weekend in October. Events are being planned for Friday and Saturday, 
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MICROSOFT PANEL FEATURED 'VILLE'S DR. KAREN RICE 

I am so proud of our many hard-working faculty members here at Millersville. Their 

contributions to the classroom and beyond are to be commended. Recently, our own Dr. 

Karen Rice, department chair for the School of Social Work, was selected to represent the 

University at a Global Government Forum webinar hosted by Microsoft. 

The webinar, called Information is Power: How Tech is Transforming Public Sector 

Sustainability, took place earlier this month and focused on how to achieve the Global Goals 

for Sustainable Development. Those goals were set and agreed upon by top world leaders in 

2015 as a way to combat poverty, inequality, climate change and more. As an institution, this 

is just one way that MU is doing its part to build a better future for everyone. 

Dr. Rice shared examples of how faculty, staff and students collaborate with our community 

partners to identify and implement solutions to current challenges to help realize the Global 

Goals. She pointed to the mini-grants awarded to members of the MU community through 

the Positive Energy Fund. Rice also noted that the goals are strongly aligned with social work 

values and mirror social work's focus on individuals, families, groups, organizations and 

communities that contribute to health and well-being. Please extend your congratulations to 

Dr. Rice on this great honor. 
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