
t h e o r y, mat h an d sc i e n c e, lite r a t u re, his to r y, soc i o l o g y, ar t an d ps yc h o l o g y, all 
th ro u g h a le n s th a t ac k n ow l e d g e s th e im p o r t a n c e of ge n d e r an d se x u a l i t y. 
You wi l l ga i n a bro a d ra n g e of pe r s p e c t i ve s on a va r i e t y of jo b s. I t’s bo t h a 
ca re e r ch o i c e an d a li fe ch o i c e : You’re ad o p t i n g a ne w pe r s p e c t i ve th a t  
you’ll use in ever y relationship, ever y job and ever y circumstance.
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“ This minor provides the tools necessary for self-determination, which is essential for positive  
growth and development. This assures that whoever we are, we define ourselves, name  
ourselves, create for ourselves and speak for ourselves.”

–   Rita Smith-Wade-El, Ph.D., former Professor of Psychology; former Director, African American Studies;  
former Director, Frederick Douglass Institute Collaborative

The minor in Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies at Millersville University is dedicated to  
preparing our graduates to make a difference in their classrooms, careers and communities.

“It is empowering to learn about yourself,  
others and society through the lens of the 
intersectionality of race, class, gender and  
sexuality and work toward social justice.” 

–  Frederika E Schmitt, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Sociology and  
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies

SOLVE SOCIAL PROBLEMS.  
Did you know, on average, women make 77 cents for each $1 a man makes? 
Women of color earn the least of all workers, and LGBTQ+ workers in the U.S. 
earn 90 cents for every dollar the typical worker earns. Did you know  
1 in 5 women students will be sexually assaulted during college? Transgender 
people are at greater risk, with 47% assaulted at some point in their lifetimes. 
Do you want to find solutions to these and other social problems? Become a 
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies minor. 

LEARN ABOUT INTERSECTIONALITY.
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies is not just about women. Gender 
and sexuality exist along a spectrum and are affected by many intersecting 
factors. This minor makes you think about layers of identity and explore 



ACTIVITIES
Speakers and Events  
WGSS sponsors many guest speakers and campus events. Recent events 
have addressed domestic-violence prevention, disability justice and 
sexual assault, women’s roles in police reform, and LGBTQ+ oral histories 
in Central Pennsylvania.

Field Trips 
In the past, Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies classes have taken 
field trips to Seneca Falls, New York, where they visited the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame and Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s house. Students have 
also traveled to Washington, D.C., to see the play NJINGA by Ione and 
Pauline Oliveros.
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